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1. On 1l Jamary 1949 Prosident Quwwatld of Syria, Ainir Adil Arslam, Syrian
deputy, and Lebaness lavwyor Lyas Hammr discussed the future policy of
Syria in her relations with the Oreat Pommre. They decdded that Syria could
ot dapend on, or conelud u tzeaty with, the United States because of
tiie tics of the latter with Zienisng nor eould Syria conclude & troaty
with the Soviet Umion bocause of the Corrmnism of the USSR, and beecause
Syria is within the Angle-hmerd can sphore of influence, They felt that
it would not be possible to conclude a troaty with Creat Britain,
because Britaints arbiticns more not cotpatible with roal froedom for
Syria, and beesuse of Dritain's protection of the Hashinite Kingdons,
Therofore, the men concluded that o treaty with France would be less
dangerous than with the othep pewers, provided that France would abendon
her imperialistic ideas and trant Syria as an equal,

; : . N
provisions of vhich mould defond the Syrian Republiec in its prosent
forn apainst any agprossor. TLyas laowmr was asked by President Quwratli
to ascertain from the Fronech whether conclusion of such a treaty would
be possible, ard source stated that if these preliminmy negotiations
25X1X6 sucecedsd. the Syrlan Govermment mould berin official negotistions.,

;. some influential Syrians, including Ivharmad Khalil Iudarris, wealthy merchant
of Aleppos iAbd-al-Rabrsn Rayyalah, former deputy; and Almad Futad Qudnani,;
Danaseus” lawyer, haws boen advocating the eonclusion of an econoric,
military, and political treaty with Great Britain, provided that Syria
rezain an indepandont reprblic and not o part of Greater Syria. These
men and thoir followors went to Danaseus at the end of January 1549,
and discussed with President Qrwratli and Prine Uinister Khalid Azn the
feasibility of a treaty with Great Britain, The Prosident and the Prins
inisters according to source; supported the idea, but sald that they were
afrald such'a troaty in its preacnt form wuld be rejected by the Charber
of Deputies, becausé of antd-British public opinion, The rierbers of the
delepation, horever, stated that they wuld try to win the support of the
najority of the deputics ﬁwg;xxh\nglo-szyrmn treaty. '
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